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July 2021  

FROM THE PASTORõS STUDY 

SOME SUMMERTIME HAPPENINGS 

Thus far this summer you might have noticed a few new faces 

with us on Sunday mornings. Those would be the faces of folks 

from St. Stephenõs Anglican Church. Those parishioners and their 

rector, Fr. Jim Tomkins, began meeting with us in June. As a very 

small parish of the ACNA, they most recently were holding their 

Sunday worship in the chapel of a funeral home. We are 

blessed that they have decided to join us for worship and look 

forward to the day, God -willing, that they will formally join our 

family of faith as parishioners of Good Shepherd Church. This is 

indeed the plan that all involved are praying for this summer.  

One of the things that St. Stephenõs was doing is holding a 

weekly Bible study. That Bible study has continued here at Good 

Shepherd Church and is meeting each Thursday evening in the 

conference room beginning at 6:30 PM with coffee and dessert 

being served. I had the privilege of attending and enjoyed my 

time with them. Since then, unfortunately, my Thursday evenings 

are scheduled out to participate in a clergy book club with our 

bishop. The group continues to meet, however, and a few of 

our Good Shepherd folks have joined in. I highly encourage you 

to consider joining in as well. Fr. Jim leads the discussion each 

week and I think you will count it as a blessing to participate.  

As I mentioned, as time moves us forward, we are praying that 

the parishioners of St. Stephenõs will feel welcomed and com-

fortable with our church family and will deicide to formally be-

come a part of us. This will not only allow us to welcome several 

new folks into our fold, but it gives Fr. Jim and chance to focus 

on a few other callings in his ministry. One of those that he and I 

are working jointly on is to start an Anglican Campus Ministry at 

the University of New Orleans. Fr. Jim is also discerning a new 

church plant on the north shore. Please keep all of these causes 

in your prayers.  

Continued on page 2  
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Continued from page 1  

As you pray for these causes, allow me to share a very exciting story with you. On Sunday, 

June 27, our 8:30 AM service had a first time visitor at it. After the service, I introduced my-

self to the young man and learned his name is Noah. As we briefly chatted, he informed 

me that he is a member of the Anglican Church in North America and recently relocated 

from Wisconsin to Slidell, LA for his job. As we chatted a bit more, he mentioned that he 

was involved in an ACNA church plant while in college, is discerning a call to the Angli-

can priesthood, and would be very open to helping start a church plant on the north 

shore where he lives. As I mentioned a moment ago, Fr. Jim is discerning his calling to 

plant an ACNA parish on the north shore.  

This caused me to stop and one again contemplate the awesomeness of the God we 

serveña God who is a provider and who provides exactly what we need, exactly when 

we need it.  

As I write this, we are less than one week removed from the above story, so obviously, itõs 

a bit too early to know what the ultimate outcome will be. But regardless of what comes 

of it, I personally am considering it as a beautiful blessing and affirmation from the Lord of 

the work we are trying to do through Good Shepherd Church.  

Until next month, let your light shine!  

Fr. Randall Graf+  

MOTHERS PRAYER GROUP 

Are you a mom or grand mom looking for a group of ladies to join with you in prayer? Look 

no further than the Mothers Prayer Group that meets monthly at Good Shepherd Church.  

The next meeting of the MPG will be on Tuesday, July 13 at 7:00 PM in the sanctuary. For 

more information, please see Gwen Martinez.  
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FROM THE COUNCIL 

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ¢²h ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΗ 

hǳǊ ŬǊǎǘ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅέ ŎŀǎƘ ǊŀƉŜΦ ¢ƛŎƪŜǘǎ ŀǊŜ 

ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ Ϸр ǇŜǊ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ŀ Ϸрлл ŎŀǎƘ ǇǊƛȊŜ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ 

{ŀƴŘȅ DǊŀŎƛ ŀƴŘ DǊŀŎƛ wŜŀƭ 9ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ !ǇǇǊŀƛǎŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ [[/Φ ¢ƘŜ 

ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŀƉŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘǊŀǿƴ ŀƊŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ Wǳƭȅ нрΦ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎƛƴƎ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŎƘŀƴŎŜǎ !b5Σ 9±9b ahw9 Laπ

thw¢!b¢Χ t[9!{9 /hb{L59w ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ǝŎƪŜǘǎ ǘƻ ǎŜƭƭ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻ-ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΦ 9±9w¸ {LbD[9 5h[[!w 

ƳŀŘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊ ƛǎ ǇǳǊŜ ǇǊƻŬǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΗ IŜƭǇ ǳǎ ƳŀƪŜ 

ǘƘƛǎ ŀ Dw9!¢ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΗ {ŜŜ aŜƭ !ǳŎƻƛƴ ƻǊ WƻŜ 5ŜƛōŜƭ ŦƻǊ ǝŎƪŜǘǎΦ  

{ŜŎƻƴŘƭȅΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ Ǉƻƻƭ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нлнм {ŀƛƴǘǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΗ LǘΩǎ ŀ млл ǎǉǳŀǊŜ Ǉƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ 

ŜŀŎƘ ǎǉǳŀǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻƴƭȅ Ϸол ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǝǊŜ мт ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ {ŀƛƴǘǎ ƎŀƳŜǎΦ tŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ 

ǿƛƭƭ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǎǉǳŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǝǊŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ŜŀŎƘ ǿŜŜƪ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ 

²ƛƴƴŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ Ϸнр ǇŜǊ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ όƴƻ ƻǾŜǊǝƳŜύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǘ Ϸмолл ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘΗ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜŜ WƻŜ 5ŜƛōŜƭ ǘƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǉǳŀǊŜόǎύ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 

ƪƴƻǿ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻƭΦ 

WƻŜ 5ŜƛōŜƭ 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 

CELEBRATIONS, REMEMBRANCES, AND ETERNAL FLAME DEDICATIONS 

Each Sunday is an opportunity to celebrate and remember in our church family. To cele-

brate a birthday, anniversary, graduation, or other joyful event or to remember a loved 

one who has returned home to the Lord, simply fill out a blue òCelebrations and Remem-

branceó form and submit it with a suggested $10 honorarium. The name and event will be 

published in our Sunday bulletin.  

If you would like to dedicate the weekly Eternal Flame Lamp in memory of a loved one 

who has returned  home to the Lord, you may view the open dates in the red binder locat-

ed in the narthex. The suggested minimum honorarium for the Eternal Flame dedication is 

only $15.   
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SERVICES FOR JULY 2021 

Friday, July 2 @ 9:00 PMñOffice of Compline (online only)  

Sunday, July 4 @  8:30 AM & 10:00 AM ñSunday Morning Holy Eucharist (Independence Day ) 

Monday, July 5 @ 6:00 AM ñThe Arise Sacred Hour (online only)  

Tuesday, July 6 12:15 PMñMidday Prayer (online only)  

Wednesday, July 7 @ 12:15 PM ñMidday Prayer (online only)  

Friday, July 9 @ 9:00 PMñOffice of Compline (online only)  

Sunday, July 11 @ 8:30AM & 10:00 AM ñSunday morning Holy Eucharist  

Tuesday, July 13 @ 12:15 PMñMidday Prayer (online only)  

Tuesday, July 13 @ 7:00 PMñMothersõ Prayer Group 

Wednesday, July 14 @ 12:15 PM ñMidday Prayer (online only)  

Friday, July 16 @ 9:00 PMñOffice of Compline (online only)  

Sunday, July l7 18 @ 8:30 AM & 10:00 AM ñSunday morning Holy Eucharist  

Tuesday, July 20 @ 12:15 PMñMidday Prayer (online only)  

Wednesday, July 21 @ 12:15 PM ñMidday Prayer (online only)  

Friday, June 23 @ 9:00 PMñOffice of Compline (online only)  

Sunday, June 25 @ 8:30 AM &10:00 AM ñSunday morning Holy Eucharist   

Tuesday, June 27 @ 12:15 PMñMidday Prayer (online only)  Returns the first week of August  

Wednesday, June 28 @ 12:15 PM ñMidday Prayer (online only)  Returns the first week of August  

Friday, June 29 @ 9:00 PMñOffice of Compline (online only)  Returns the first week of August  

 

PLEASE NOTE: As a reminder, all services are held in -person unless otherwise noted as òonline onlyó.  Our Sunday 

service at 8:30 AM is a MASK REQUIRED service while our 10:00 AM is a MASK OPTIONAL service. In addition to be-

ing offered in -person, our Sunday morning Holy Eucharist at 10:00 AM is also live -streamed.  

Our YouTube channel is located at www.YouTube.com/GoodShepherdMet.  

Wǳƭȅ нτ²ƻǊƭŘ ¦Ch 5ŀȅ 

Wǳƭȅ пτLƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ 5ŀȅ 

Wǳƭȅ уτbŀǝƻƴŀƭ CǊŜŜȊŜǊ tƻǇ 5ŀȅ 

Wǳƭȅ ммτbŀǝƻƴŀƭ aƻƧƛǘƻ 5ŀȅ 

Wǳƭȅ мфτbŀǝƻƴŀƭ 5ŀǉǳƛǊƛ 5ŀȅ 

Wǳƭȅ олτbŀǝƻƴŀƭ /ƘŜŜǎŜŎŀƪŜ 5ŀȅ 
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NOTES FROM RINDA  

Summer has definitely arrived, complete with heat, humidity and thunderstorms! Having been a 

teacher for most of my adult life, summer has always been a time of rest, rejuvenation, and prep-

a ra tion for a  new sc hool yea r. As we c ontinue to get vac c ina ted  and get bac k to "normal," we 

can be thankful for so many blessings we receive at Good Shepherd. Fr. Randall has done an 

outstanding job of leading us through the pandemic, and we are looking forward to fall and the 

beginning of a new church year.  

Everybody who knows me knows that I love hymns --everything about them ñsinging, studying 

their history, sharing them with our church family. One of the hardest things for church musicians 

during the pandemic was having to cut back on 

singing God's praises during worship services. We 

are fortunate that because of social distancing 

and family groups we were able to begin singing 

before many other congregations. We are 

blessed in the ACNA to have access to a new 

hymnal, the Book of Common Praise , which is 

closely aligned with the Book of Common Prayer . 

This new hymnal has both old and new hymns 

and spiritual songs, chants, lectionary connec-

tions, and quite a few hymns, such as Amazing 

Grace, that were left out of the hymnal we cur-

rently use.  

If you're like me and have occasionally lost the 

middle pages of your worship bulletin, you will be 

glad to know that if we have copies of the BCP's 

in the pews, we won't need to have a lengthy bulletin. In addition to being less cumbersome, 

we'll save a few trees!  

This is all leading up to a suggestion for our congregation. For a donation of $50.00, you can pro-

vide a hymnal and a prayer book for the pews. This can be donated in honor or memory of loved 

ones. I plan to donate at least one set in honor of our dedicated choir members. There will be a 

tribute stamp placed in the front of the books. I know that in the past when I open a hymnal and 

see the person honored or remembered, it brings many fond memories.  

We will begin accepting donations now. Be sure to indicate on your check that the gift is for hym-

nals and prayer books. We will place a sheet in the narthex for you to put the names of people 

you are honoring or remembering.  

I would be remiss if I did not thank those folks who are providing anthems during the summer. We 

are so blessed to have people who willingly share the God given gift of music with us.  

Blessings, 

Rinda Coleman  

GSC Music Director  
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GSC MENõS CLUB NEWS 

The Good Shepherdõs Church Menõs Club cordially invites all men of the church to attend 

the next Menõs Club meeting scheduled for Monday, July 12, 2021 at 6:30 P.M. , in the Good 

Shepherdõs Church Sanctuary. Mask and social distancing will  be observed by ALL at-

tendees. NO food or beverages will be served at this meeting.  

The July Menõs Club monthly meeting will be the last  one held in the churchõs sanctuary. 

Starting in August, the Menõs Club meeting, will be held in the meeting room of the Fellow-

ship Hall. Also, no mask or social distancing will be observed for the Menõs Club meeting and 

food and soft drinks will be available.  

If you wish to become a member of the Menõs Club, the 2021 annual dues have been 

waived.  Now is the time to join!  

If you have any questions about the Menõs Club, see Menõs Club President D. J. Estopinal, 

who attends the 8:30 A.M., Sunday church service. If you attend the 10:00 A. M. Sunday 

church service, see Brother Bob Volk, Secretary or Brother John Falanga, Treasurer.  

D. J. Estopinal,  

President GSC Menõs Club 

SUNDAY LECTIONARY FOR JULY 2021 

Sunday, July 4 (Proper 9)  

Ezekiel 2:1-7 

Psalm 123 

2 Corinthians 12:2 -10 

Mark 6:1 -6 

Sunday, July 11 (Proper 10)  

Amos 7:7 -15 

Psalm 85 

Ephesians 1:1-14 

Mark 7:7 -13 

Sunday, July 18 (Proper 11)  

Isaiah 57:14-21 

Psalm 22:23-31 

Ephesians 2:11-22 

Mark 6:30 -44 

Sunday, July 24 (Proper 12)  

2 Kings 2:1-15 

Psalm 114 

Ephesians 3:1-21 

Mark 6:45 -52 
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 SUMMER MUSIC SERIES 

Each summer, the GSC Choir goes on a bit of a break, taking time off to rest and recuper-

ate their voices. While that leaves our 10:00 AM service without a choir anthem, we are 

blessed that blessed many of the gifted musicians in our church step up each week to pro-

vide the gift of music for our worship experience.  

Throughout  the end of May and June we were blessed by musical gifts offered by Emily 

Fettet, Patsy Engles, Bob and Debbie Volk, and Joan Frilot.  

{ǳƳƳŜǊ ƳǳǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ŀǊŜΥ  

tŀǘǎȅ 9ƴƎƭŜǎ όǘƻǇ ƭŜƊύΤ .ƻō ŀƴŘ 5ŜōōƛŜ ±ƻƭƪ όōƻǧƻƳ ƭŜƊύΤ  

Wƻŀƴ CǊƛƭƻǘ όŎŜƴǘŜǊύΤ ŀƴŘ 9Ƴƛƭȅ CŜǧŜǘ όǊƛƎƘǘύΦ  

If you missed any of this worshipful musicians, you may go back and watch past worship ser-

vices on our YouTube channel.  The dates, songs, and musicians are as follows:  

Sunday, May 30 ñWings Like Eagles performed by Emily Fettet  

Sunday, June 13 ñMedley of Gospel Hymns by Patsy Engles  

Sunday, June 20 ñHis Eye is on the Sparrow by Bob and Debbie Volk  

Sunday, June 27 ñEagles Wings by Joan Frilot  

Out YouTube channel is located at www.YouTube.com/GoodShepherdMet.  

When you see any of our musicians, or Rinda Coleman, our Music Director, please let them 

know how much you appreciate all that they contribute to our worship experience each 

Sunday.  


