
  

 

 

Shepherd’s Voice 

GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH 

WHAT WE BELIEVE… 

We believe in one God, 

      the Father, the Almighty, 

      maker of heaven and earth, 

      of all that is, visible and invisible. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

      the only Son of God, 

      eternally begotten of the Father, 

      God from God, Light from Light, 

      true God from true God, 

      begotten, not made, 

      of one Being with the Father; 

      through him all things were made. 

      For us and for our salvation he came down 

from heaven, 

      was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the 

Virgin Mary, 

      and was made man. 

      For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate; 

      he suffered death and was buried. 

      On the third day he rose again in accordance 

with the Scriptures; 

      he ascended into heaven 

      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

      He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, 

      and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver 

of life, 

      who proceeds from the Father and the Son 

        who with the Father and the Son is wor-

shiped and glorified, 

      who has spoken through the prophets. 

      We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 

Church. 

      We acknowledge one baptism for the for-

giveness of sins. 

      We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

      and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

August 2018 

FROM THE PASTOR’S STUDY 

SUMMER DAYS 

What an exciting time of year for Good Shepherd Church! 

The summer is flying by and August seems to be shaping up 

to be a GREAT month for us, and this comes on the heels of 

an incredible July! 

In early July, Good Shepherd Church held the very first 

meeting of our newly formed Men’s Club. What a blessing 

to have 13 men in fellowship for dinner at Perrin’s Restau-

rant in Harahan for the (dis)organizational meeting of this 

group. The men have committed to monthly meetings for 

fellowship and to plan fundraising activities to support pro-

jects around the church that will preclude the church’s 

general funds from having to be overly tasked. 

Speaking of fundraising, July ended on a very high 

note as Good Shepherd Church raised over $2,000 at 

our July 29 spaghetti lunch. A tremendous amount of 

gratitude is extended to all who worked so hard to 

make this happen, in particular, to the leadership of 

Council President Mel & Mrs. Margaret Aucoin. A BIG 

THANK YOU is also in store to Ms. Sandy and Mr. Car-

mel Graci of Graci Real Estate and Appraisal, LLC,  for 

their Carrobba’s gift card donation that was raffled 

off!  

As we look to August, we look to the return of several 

summer absences. For instance, as of August 1, we 

happily welcome Mrs. Rinda Coleman to Good Shep-

herd Church as she fills the absence of our Music Di-

rector’s position and joins our staff. The choir will return 

to Wednesday evening rehearsals this month and re-

turn to the choir loft from their summer hiatus on Sep-

tember 9.  
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 FROM THE PASTOR’S STUDY continued from page 1 

We also look forward to our kids returning to school and as such, on Sunday, August 12, 

Good Shepherd will hold Youth Sunday which will include a back-to-school blessing of the 

bookbags and will feature our youth taking parts in variety of parts of our Sunday morning 

worship service. On that Sunday, we will also wrap up our school supply drive and bless all 

the items that we’ll be donating to local public schools. If you can donate new, unopened 

school supplies, please bring them with you to church between now and August 12. 

Speaking of our children, our annual Rally Day will be held on Sunday, September 9. At that 

service, we will be blessed to commission Mrs. Kelly Frilot as our new Youth Director. Good 

Shepherd Church is extremely grateful for the generous gift provided to us by the LeGulu-

che family in loving memory of Mrs. June LeGuluche. This gift is being used to begin this new 

position and will enable us to continue to reach our junior high and high school children, as 

well as their friends, with the Good News of the saving grace of God through Christ! 

Until next month, let your light shine! 

The Reverend Randall M. Graf, Pastor 

SERVICES SCHEDULE FOR AUGUST 2018 

Thursday, August 2 @ 6:35PM—Midweek Evening Prayer 

Sunday, August 5 @ 8:30 AM & 10:00 AM—Sunday morning Holy Eucharist 

Thursday, August 9—Midweek Service of Holy Eucharist 

Saturday, August 11 @ 11:00 AM—Monthly Service of Intercessory Prayer 

Sunday, August 12 @ 10:00 AM—Youth Sunday with Blessing of the Bookbags 

Thursday, August 16 @ 6:35 PM—Midweek Service of Holy Eucharist 

Sunday, August 19 @ 8:30 AM & 10:00 AM—Sunday morning Worship Service  

Thursday, August 23—Midweek Service of Holy Eucharist 

Sunday, August 26 @ 10:00 AM—Sunday morning Worship Service  

Thursday, August 30 @ 6:35 PM—Midweek Service of Holy Eucharist 

STAY UP TO DATE 

To make sure you’re keeping up-to-date with everything that is happening at church, sign-up for our 

Thursday morning e-newsletter by going to our website at www.GSChristian.com.  While you’re on 

the website, go to “Calendar” and take advantage of syncing your Google calendar app with 

ours!  You can also follow Good Shepherd on Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube! 
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THE PATRIOT PARISHIONERS  
Article and photo by D. J. Estopinal 
 

I started writing a series of articles about the unsung Good Shepherd Church Parishioners that make 

things happen in and for our church. Without these volunteers, our church would not exist. 

This is the Third (3nd) in that series of articles. 

We, at Good Shepherd Church, have three (3) patriot parishioners that most people attending 

Good Shepherd Church do not know what they do or who they are. They ask for NOTHING. No 

acknowledgement, no compensation. Nothing! They are, in my opinion, very honorable men. 

These three (3) patriot parishioners are the men that take care of our American flag that hangs on 

the flag pole, in front of the Fellowship Hall. 

They make sure the American Flag is in good shape, 

not tattered, worn or fadded and replace it when 

needed. 

When the President of the United States issues a de-

cree for the American flags across the country to be 

flown at half-staff, for whatever reason, these are 

the men that make it happen, without being told to 

do so. 

Very few companies or churches have such dedi-

cated/honorable men. 

These men are Mr. Don Peters and Mr. Mike Engel-

bracht, and Mr. Clif Frilot. 

These men were not asked to volunteer. They were 

not asked to form a committee. These men decided 

to accomplish this mission on their own, did so and 

do a great job at accomplishing it. 

Please let these men know how much you appreci-

ate their dedication to their mission. 

Keep up the great job that you do guys! 

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY AT GSC 

A reminder that Bible study is held every Sunday morning at 9:00 

AM in the conference room. The current study is focused on the 

Book of Genesis. Interested participants may enter into the class on 

any given Sunday.  All are welcome! 

For more information, please see Mrs. Margaret Aucoin.  
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HOW DOES THAT HAPPEN? 

Story and photo by D.J. Estopinal  

I started writing a series of articles about the unsung Good Shepherd Church parishioners whom ac-

complish so much for our church without asking for any acknowledgement or compensation. These 

people are the Good Shepherd Church’s Angels.  Without these people we would not be able to oper-

ate our church as we do.  

Most people arrive at church on Sunday morning and never think how the church stays so nice and 

clean and in such good condition! 

Have you ever thought of how the floors get cleaned and stay so nice? 

How does the trash cans get emptied? 

How does the Kitchen and bathrooms get cleaned? 

How does the Volleyball net in the fellowship hall gets put up and taken down as needed? 

Who does all of the building maintenance? 

How does all of this and much, much, more get accomplished? 

No one boast or ask for acknowledgement for doing all of these things! 

We DO NOT pay a janitorial service to come in and do all of these chores. 

So how do these things get accomplished? Is there divine intervention happening here? 

No! 

Two very dedicated individuals take on the responsibility and care of all of this and much more. They 

never complain about doing this repetitive work, week after week. They never ask for assistance. They 

never ask for acknowledgement. They just do the mundane, routine job of keeping the Church Sanctu-

ary and the Fellowship Hall clean and maintained.  

We are so very lucky to have these two devoted 

parishioners in our congregation. 

PLEASE let them know, when you see them, how 

appreciated they are, for without them, you might 

be asked to be on the cleanup/maintenance 

committee! 

Who are these Good Shepherd Church Angels 

that we are so lucky to have? 

Our Angels are Mr. Bob Volk and Mr. Mel Aucoin.  

Mel takes care of all of the above and so much 

more. He is also our Church Council President. 

Mr. Bob Volk comes to the church on Tuesday 

nights and assist Mel Aucoin take care of accomplishing all of the above. 

Job WELL done and greatly appreciated. 
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MUSICAL NOTES FROM RINDA 

It is a tremendous honor and privilege to begin working with the music ministry 

of Good Shepherd Church. I am excited about the possibilities that lie ahead. 

On that note (pun intended!) we will begin choir rehearsals on August 8, antici-

pating beginning our musical offerings on Rally Sunday. If you've ever consid-

ered singing in the choir, but have been slightly intimidated, this would be a 

great time to begin. We will learn together!  

So many of you have been so kind and welcoming--truly a loving Christian wel-

come. I have a tremendous interest in the history of the hymns we sing, and I 

plan to use this format each month to introduce the congregation to some of 

this history. 

Again, thank you for your welcoming spirit! 

Rinda Coleman, Music Director 

GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH MEN’S CLUB 

Article and photo by D.J. Estopinal 

On Monday, July 9, 2018, the Good Shepherd Church’s, Men’s Club had their first meeting. This 

meeting was held at Perrin’s Res-

taurant. There were thirteen (13) 

men of Good Shepherd Church in 

attendance.   

Those men were: Donald Peters, Bill 

Sheffield, Stan McDonald, John Fa-

langa, Mark VanVranken, Bob Volk, 

Pete Hensley, Joe Deibel, Mike En-

gelbracht, Mel Aucoin, Jacob 

Aucoin,  D. J. Estopinal, and The 

Reverend Randall Graf.  

The GSC Men’s Club decided that 

their first project would be to con-

duct fundraising activities for a new 

church street sign, for the front of 

our church. Various fund-raising ac-

tivities were discussed and the Men of GSC expect to announce their first fundraising project to the 

congregation in mid-August. 

All men of Good Shepherd Church are encouraged to attend the next meeting of the Men’s Club 

which will be held at Good Shepherd Church on Monday, August 6, 2018 at 6:00 P.M. 
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As all of the parishioners of Good Shepherd Church know, we have some VERY talented cooks in our 

congregation. On Sunday, July 29, 2018, they proved it again! 

At 11:00 A.M., after Sundays 10:00 A. M. church ser-

vice, almost everyone moved from the sanctuary to 

our Fellowship Hall in order to partake in the consump-

tion of delicious Meat Balls and Spaghetti, Salad, Gar-

lic Bread, soft drinks and a variety of desert. 

The cooks that did a lot of very hard work and pre-

pared all of the delicious food are pictured above. 

They are, left to right, Mrs. Dottie Frilot, Mrs. Pam Peters, 

Mr. Mel Aucoin, Mrs. Margaret Aucoin, Mrs. Sharon 

Wetzel, Mr. Bob Volk, Miss. Kacie Hotard and Mrs. 

Shawn Hotard. 

The soft drink sales table was operated by our own Mr. 

Stan McDonald and Mr. Bob Volk. 

The desert tables and there was a plethora of deserts, was handled, single handed, by Miss. Kacie Ho-

tard. She did an excellent job. No one could have done better. She not only took care of everyone 

who wanted a desert but handled the money that they used to purchase the deserts.  

It is always amazing how quiet an area becomes when 

everyone there starts eating. Everything was so delicious 

that everyone in attendance complemented the cooks. 

Many there, took plates of food home for later consump-

tion. I know I did. If you did not attend, you really missed 

out of an excellent meal. I highly recommend that you 

attend our next fund-raising meal that is sponsored by our 

church. 

The little lady that stole everyone’s hearts at the Meat 

Balls and Spaghetti Fund Raiser was little Miss. Lucy Wall.  

A DINING EXPERIENCE TO REMEMBER 

Article and photos by D.J. Estopinal 
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In addition to the sales of food tickets, Good Shepherd Church conducted a raffle. The raffle was 

for a $50.00 gift certificate to Carraba’s Italian Grill, graciously donated by Graci Real Estate and 

Appraisal, LLC. The winning ticket was drawn at the Meat Ball and Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser 

and the winner of the gift card was Mr. Jacob Aucoin. 

In case you were curious, the church made $2,137.00 on sales 

of food, soft drinks, deserts and the gift card raffle. That money 

was turned over to Good Shepherd Church general fund, to 

assist in lowering the church’s deficit.   

 

 

 

 

 

After everything was cleaned up and put away 

and almost everyone had left, a couple of the 

cooks were observed enjoying some of the 

“LIQUID REFRESHMENTS”. 
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I’m always amazed at how active the members of Good Shepherd Church really are! As a church mouse, I see 

things going on when many others aren’t around, but I can assure you that just because the entire flock isn’t 

gathered, it doesn’t mean the joint isn’t jumping! 

For example, you may only think that church is only busy on Sundays. But you should see what goes on each 

week on Tuesdays!  

On the first Tuesday of each month, we church mice have been spoiled by the Women’s Guild bringing snacks 

to their monthly meetings. But it’s not just the first Tuesday of the month—in fact, Tuesday mornings are always 

hopping around here, as Rev. Randy gathers with his brother-clergy for morning coffee each Tuesday morning 

at 9:30. Then, like little lab mice… err… I mean, clergy mice, when the church bells ring out at 10:00 AM, they 

dutifully leave the kitchen and enter into the sanctuary where they pray, pray, pray! You should hear them! The 

pray Scripture. They pray well-known traditional prayers. They pray prayers from the Trinity Mission Prayer Book. 

But honestly, the most impressive prayers they offer occurs when they are praying for each other and for each 

other’s flocks. It makes me and the other mice stop and realize that we too need to pray for our clergy. And I 

sure hope you will too! 

Tuesday evenings are just as busy as Mel and Bob come in and spend several hours straightening up and clean-

ing. We mice don’t much appreciate that because they often end up sweeping away the crumbs that the 

Women’s Guild or clergyman leave behind. But I can see how you church humans would be appreciative of 

their weekly efforts at keeping God’s Holy Temple in tip-top shape. By the way, if you’re not aware of all that 

Mel and Bob do, make sure you read the article that DJ wrote about them in this edition of the Shepherd’s 

Voice Newsletter!  

….With Love of the Best Kind, I am 

Jasper 

JASPER 

the 

 

CHURCHMOUSE says… 

Good Shepherd Church 

5122 West Esplanade Ave 

Metairie, LA 70006 

504.454.0764 

www.GSChristian.com 

The Rev. Dr. Randall M. Graf, Pastor 

 

Sunday Services 

10:00 AM every Sunday 

8:30 AM 1st & 3rd Sundays 

 

Midweek Services 

6:35 PM Thursdays 

 

Intercessory Prayer 

11:00 AM  

2nd Saturday of the month 


